
Private David Russell Baxter

1st Battalion Scots Guards 
Service No: 12067

Born / Resided

Kilsyth / Police Cottages, Port Rodie, Stranraer.

Died

Killed on the 16/09/1916 at High Wood by an enemy shell, Somme, France

Enlisted

Stranraer Police Station /08/1914

Employed

Police Constable in Stranraer.

Age

24

Buried / Remembered

Thiepval Memorial (Pier and Face 7 D), Somme, France.

Family Information



Son of James and Minnie Baxter of 283 New Row, Gartsherrie, Coatbridge. David's 
younger brother Private William Baxter of the 7th Battalion Cameron Highlanders was 
Killed in Action on the 20/07/1916. David's twin brother James was with the Scots 
Guards for 15 months before transferring to the Army Reserve (munitions work) at 
Gartsherrie Iron Works in August 1916. From the 1901 Census - Address - Shawend, 
Kilsyth, Stirlingshire - James Baxter aged 34, Minnie Baxter aged 33, Janet Baxter aged 
11, David Baxter aged 9, James Baxter aged 9, William Baxter aged 5, Duncan Baxter 
aged 3, Minnie Baxter aged 4. David's Pension was awarded to his mother Minnie and 
then both his and his brother William's to his father James.

Additional Information

The Battalion arrived at Le Havre on the 14/08/1914 and were part of the 1st (Guards) 
Brigade, 1st Division. David was Killed instantaneously by a bursting of a shell at High 
Wood. According to his comrade Corporal Veitch he suffered no pain. The Battle of 
Flers-Courcelette, 15 – 22 September 1916 This was a large-scale general renewal of 
the offensive after the weeks of attritional fighting for the third German system at 
Pozieres, High Wood, Delville Wood, Guillemont and Ginchy. It is historically 
noteworthy for being the first time that tanks were used in battle. Few in number, 
mechanically unreliable and as yet without proven tactics for their best use, the small 
numbers of tanks that actually went into action had an important positive effect. High 
Wood and Delville Wood were finally cleared and a deep advance was made to Flers 
and towards Combles. The Canadian Corps entered the Somme fighting for the first 
time. See Directory for David's brother William's page. Also remembered in the St 
Augustine's Parish (book) and Albert St Congregational Church Rolls of Honour. See 
photos for David's Newspaper clippings x 2, his hometown Memorial unveiled in 1923, 
his Army Register of Soldiers Effects, his Service Medal and Award Rolls x 2, his 
CWGC Grave Registration, his name on the Thiepval Memorial x 2, his listing on the 
Thiepval Memorial Panel List, the Scots Guards Cap Badge and David's and his 
younger brother William's Pension Records x 4.
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David's hometown Memorial unveiled in 1923
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David's Army Register of Soldiers Effects


